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THE FLAT COSMOS

“An international team of cosmologists has released the first 
detailed images of the universe in its infancy” says a NASA press 
release on its web page.  “The images reveal the structure that existed 
in the universe when it was a tiny fraction of its current age and 1,000
times smaller and hotter than it is today. Detailed analysis is already
shedding light on some of cosmology's outstanding mysteries–the
nature of the matter and energy that dominate intergalactic space and
whether space is ‘curved’ or ‘flat.’ 

“The project, dubbed BOOMERANG (Balloon Observations of 
Millimetric Extragalactic Radiation and Geophysics), obtained the
images using an extremely sensitive telescope suspended from a
balloon that circumnavigated the Antarctic in late 1998. The balloon
carried the telescope at an altitude of almost 120,000 feet (37
kilometers) for 10½ days. The results [were] published in the April 27,
2000 issue of Nature.

“Today, the universe is filled with galaxies and clusters of 
galaxies. But 12 to 15 billion years ago, following the Big Bang, the
universe was very smooth, incredibly hot and dense. The intense heat
that filled the embryonic universe is still detectable today as a faint
glow of microwave radiation visible in all directions. This radiation is
known as the cosmic microwave background (CMB). Since the CMB
was first discovered by a ground-based radio telescope in 1965,
scientists have eagerly tried to obtain high-resolution images of this
radiation. NASA's Cosmic Background Explorer satellite discovered
the first evidence for structures, or spatial variations, in the microwave
background in 1991.”  Thus the press release.  The long ages are, of 
course, totally hypothetical.

The press release continues: “The BOOMERANG images are the 
first to bring the cosmic microwave background into sharp focus. The
images reveal hundreds of complex regions visible as tiny variations–
typically only 100-millionths of a degree Celsius (0.0001 C)–in the
temperature of the CMB. The complex patterns visible in the images
confirm predictions of the patterns that would result from sound waves
racing through the early universe, creating the structures that by now
have evolved into giant clusters and super-clusters of galaxies.

“The BOOMERANG images cover about 3 percent of the sky.
The team's analysis of the size of the structures in the cosmic
microwave background has produced the most precise measurements to
date of the geometry of space-time, which strongly indicate that the
geometry of the universe is flat, not curved. This result is in agreement
with a fundamental prediction of the "inflationary" theory of the
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universe. This theory hypothesizes that the entire universe grew from a
tiny subatomic region during a period of violent expansion occurring a
split second after the Big Bang. The enormous expansion would have
stretched the geometry of space until it was flat.”

And there we have our creationist application. The inflationary
model is capable not only of accounting for a 15-billion-year old
universe, but it can also account for a 6,000-year old universe. (The
original 1971 version produced the present universe in less than
100,000 years, for example.) Its flatness has theological significance,
namely, that the universe is on the border of being open and closed.
Thus God can but need not operate miracles in his creation. A closed
universe is doomed while an open universe is open to our infinite
Creator, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Above: By observing the characteristic size of hot and cold spots in the
BOOMERANG images, the geometry of space can be determined.
Cosmological simulations predict that if our universe has a flat geometry, (in
which standard high school geometry applies), then the BOOMERANG images
will be dominated by hot and cold spots of around 1 degree in size (bottom
center). If, on the other hand, the geometry of space is curved, then the bending
of light by this curvature of space will distort the images. If the universe is
closed, so that parallel lines converge, then the images will be magnified by
this curvature, and structures will appear larger than 1 degree on the sky
(bottom left). Conversely, if the universe is open, and parallel lines diverge
then structures in the images will appear smaller (bottom right). Comparison
with the BOOMERANG image (top) indicates that space is very nearly flat.



CREDO

The Biblical Astronomer was founded in 1971 as the Tychonian
Society. It is based on the premise that the only absolutely trustworthy
information about the origin and purpose of all that exists and happens
is given by God, our Creator and Redeemer, in his infallible, preserved
word, the Holy Bible commonly called the King James Bible. All
scientific endeavor which does not accept this revelation from on high
without any reservations, literary, philosophical or whatever, we reject
as already condemned in its unfounded first assumptions.

We believe that the creation was completed in six twenty-four
hour days and that the world is not older than about six thousand years.
We maintain that the Bible teaches us of an earth that neither rotates
daily nor revolves yearly about the sun; that it is at rest with respect to
the throne of him who called it into existence; and that hence it is
absolutely at rest in the universe.

We affirm that no man is righteous and so all are in need of
salvation, which is the free gift of God, given by the grace of God, and
not to be obtained through any merit or works of our own. We affirm
that salvation is available only through faith in the shed blood and
finished work of our risen LORD and saviour, Jesus Christ.

Lastly, the reason why we deem a return to a geocentric
astronomy a first apologetic necessity is that its rejection at the
beginning of our Modern Age constitutes one very important, if not the
most important, cause of the historical development of Bible criticism,
now resulting in an increasingly anti-Christian world in which atheistic
existentialism preaches a life that is really meaningless.

If you agree with the above, please consider becoming a
member. Membership dues are $20 per year. Members receive a
20% discount on all items offered for sale by the Biblical
Astronomer.

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

- Isaiah 8:20
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The Book of Bible Problems.   The most difficult "contradictions" in 
the Bible are answered without compromise.  "A classic," writes Gail 
Riplinger.  266 pages, indexed. $12 
 
Geocentricity.  The best, most comprehensive book on the topic of 
geocentricity.  400 pages, 45 figures, scripture and general indexes.  In 
Europe, Geocentricity may be purchased for £12.50 (postpaid in the 
U.K., postage by quotation otherwise) from Brian V. Lamb, Quarry-
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Geocentricity Videotape. Martin Selbrede gives a first rate presentation 
of geocentricity.  Good quality tape.  (American VHS only.) $20 
 
A Creationist Scenario for the Creation.  Dr. Bouw presents a scien-
tific approach to the creation act demonstrating that it is possible to 
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