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In the editorial of Issue Number 30 (Spring 1997), we briefly cx-
amined the sort of New-age (a new name for the old occult) foolishness
that makes for mass suicides such as the Rancho Sante F¢ occurrence.
We now look at another New-age dogma, involving ancient space men,
pyramid power, and the wonders of pi.

In 1976 NASA held a press conference at which it presented a photo
containing what appeared to be a face on Mars. At the time it was
presented as an optical illusion, a trick of light and shadow. The face is
roughly a mile square and some 1,500 feet high. It is located about 45
miles (70 kilometers) due north of the crater Apt, on a plateau called
Cydonia Mensa in Mars’s northern hemisphere (Figure 1). Over the in-
tervening years the site has acquired a mystique of its own.

FIGURE 1: Cydonia Mensa area, Mars.






