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Meteor fatalities in history

Kevin K. Yau, Paul R. Weissman, and Donald K. Yeomans (JPL)
reported in the November 1994 issue of Meteoritics that since 700 B.C.,
Chinese scribes have recorded over 300 meteorite impacts. Over a period of
13 centuries, there were seven recorded falls which caused fatalities. On
September 5, 1907, a large stony meteorite crushed an entire family in their
house. In 1490 a meteor shower in Ch’ing-yang of Shansi Province repor-
tedly killed more than 10,000 people. "Stones fell like rain,” the scribe
wrote. This particular event appears in several records, including the official
history of the Ming Dynasty, although that particular account does not men-
tion any fatalities.

Yau et al. also note that comparatively few falls were reported during
the 18th century, a time when interest in meteors waned in China. However,
there is an sharp increase in the frequency of reports between 1840 and 1880,
a span consistent with observed falls in Europe.

1 might add three major falls this century. The most famous is the Tun-
guska fall in Siberia early this century. There was a fall in Brazil in 1933
which detonated over the jungle and leveled a large area there. And a year or
two ago there was a fall over a deserted area of the Pacific off the coast of
Peru. It caused a loud, nuclear-blast-sized report. Evidently the meteorite
exploded and not enough of it survived to hit the sea and create a significant
splash. As far as we know, in none of the three was there a loss of human
life.
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Quote

There never was a period of "flat earth darkness"” among scholars (regardless

of how many uneducated people may have thus conceptualized our [earth]

both then and now). Greek knowledge of sphericity was never lost, and all

major medieval scholars accepted the earth’s roundness as an established fact
of cosmology.

— Stephen Jay Gould

in "The Persistently Flat Earth,”

Natural History, March 1994, p. 14,




